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Eye halve a spelling checker.
It came with my pea sea.
It plane lee marques four my revue

Miss steaks aye ken knot sea.

Eye ran this poem threw it,
Your sure reel glad two no.
Its vary polished in it’s weigh,
My checker tolled me sow.
e

Author Unknown

Owed to My Spell Checker
Introduction

§ Spelling instruction
supports reading
development.

Spelling Impacts Reading & Writing 

§ Good spelling skills
support writing.
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theyhot

Regular/Irregular Words

black

plain

was

said

not decodabledecodable

knew

kno
w

Spelling by the Numbers

§ Learn to  read and spell
regular words by
sounding them out.

§ Learn to read and

spell irregular words

by memory.

Sound-Out Words

Spell-Out Words
Brain Research

(Norton, Kovelman, & Petito, 2007)

Regular/Irregular Words
Spelling by the Numbers

Regular 
Spelling 
Patterns

50%
Only One 

Error
37%

Truly 
Irregular 

13%

hot

black

plain

ocean

Regular/Irregular Words

temperature

Spelling by the Numbers
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High Frequency Words

In students’ reading and writing … 
§ 8 words account for 18%
§ 25 words account for 33%
§ 100 words account for 50%
§ 300 words account for 65%

Spelling by the Numbers

High 
Frequency 

Sound-Out
Words 

Organized by 
Common 
Vowel 

Spellings

High 
Frequency 
Spell-Out

Words  
Organized

by 
Frequency

High Frequency Words
Spelling by the Numbers

s m sha

tsuj

Sound-Out Words Spell-Out Words

Regular/Irregular Words
Spelling by the Numbers
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Spell-Out Words

t yeh

My turn.
Do it with me.
Your turn.

Spelling by the Numbers

Sound-Out Words

tsuj

s m sha

Regular/Irregular Words

The Single Most Effective Practice—
Self-Corrected Test Method

Allows Students to:
• See which words are 

difficult.
• Locate the part of 

the word that is 
troublesome.

• Write the word 
correctly.
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Signs for Sounds® Systematic Spelling

Level 1- Lesson 11

Teaching & Testing Phase

Teaching & Testing Phase

Level 2- Lesson 9
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First 200 High-Frequency Words
Irregular Words Listed in Order of Frequency and Regular Words Organized by Common Vowel Spellings

Irregular Words Short ă Short ĕ Short ĭ Short ŏ Short ŭ
1. the
2. of
4. a
5. to
8. you

13. was
15. are
19. they
23. from
25. have
28. one
32. what
34. were
37. there
40. your
42. their
43. said
45. do
55. many
56. some
59. would
60. other
61. into
65. two
70. could
75. been
77. who
79. people
85. only
87. find
90. water
93. very
95. words
98. where
99. most

	102.	through
	115.	any
	123.	another
	125.	come
	126.	work
	128.	word
	131.	does
	142.	put
	144.	different
	146.	again
	149.	old
	151.	great
	161.	should
	162.	Mr.
	165.	give
	184.	something
	185.	thought
	186.	both
	193.	often
	194.	together
	197.	don’t
	198.	world
	200.	want

3. and
9. that

16. as
20. at
29. had
38. can
39. an
62. has
73. than

	103.	back
	113.	man
	172.	last
	195.	asked

35. when
52. them
53. then

	101.	get
	135.	well
	141.	help
	148.	went
	152.	tell
	153.	men
	168.	set
	173.	never
	175.	left
	176.	end
	180.	next

6. in
7. is

10. it
17. with
18. his
22. this
41. which
44. if
46. will
67. him
76. its
83. did
92. little

	120.	think
	140.	things
	158.	still
	164.	big

14. on
30. not
91. long

	147.	off
	177.	along

31. but
50. up
97. just

	104.	much
	129.	must
	136.	such
	170.	under
	150.	number
	174.	us

Long ā Long ē Long ī Long ō Long ū
72. make
81. made
86. way
89. may

	116.	day
	117.	same
	124.	came
	134.	place
	138.	take
	145.	away
	154.	say
	160.	name
	166.	air
	189.	always

11. he
21. be
36. we
47. each
54. she
58. these
68. see

	112.	me
	127.	three
	133.	even
	137.	here
	143.	years
	156.	every
	159.	between
	171.	read

24. I
27. by
66. like
69. time
80. my

	109.	write
	118.	right
	139.	why
	167.	line
	178.	while
	179.	might

57. so
63. more
71. no

	100.	know
	106.	go
	163.	home
	169.	own
	182.	below
	188.	those
	191.	show
	199.	going

88. use
	111.	used
	187.	few

oo oo oi / oy ou / ow al / au / aw
	108.	new
	114.	too

	107.	good
	119.	look
	190.	looked

48. about
49. how
51. out
78. now
84. down

	110.	our
	122.	around
	157.	found
	181.	sound
	196.	house

33. all
96. called

	121.	also
	130.	because
	155.	small
	183.	saw

ar er /ir / ur or
	132.	part
	192.	large

64. her
74. first
82. over
94. after

12. for
26. or
63. more

	105.	before
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Abby Jan. 14 8

are
you of to

andwas

Are
brave

Iandyou
?

Slide the drum to
the frog .

You gladjustare
to fastskate .

66
18

2

Score Sheet
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Spelling assessments should be used to:
§ Identify an individual student’s spelling 

strengths and needs.
§ Make instructional decisions.
§ Monitor progress periodically.
§ Document student growth at the end of 

an intervention cycle, a level of the 
program, or at the end of the year.

Assessing Spelling
Spelling Assessment

Downloadable Assessment Packet
Spelling Assessment

Spelling Assessment

Signs for Sounds Level 1
1st Grade Skills

Copyright © 2018 Read Naturally, Inc. 
Spelling by the Numbers--Signs for Sounds

12 Webinar Handout



Spelling Assessment

2nd and Early 3rd Grade Skills

Signs for Sounds Level 2

Spelling Assessment

2nd and Early 3rd Grade Skills

Use as a Screener for Phonics Assessment
1st Grade Skills

Spelling Assessment

Class Planning Sheet

Morgan XXX XX XX XX X X X X XXXX X XX XXX X X
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Spelling Assessment

Spell-Out Word Assessments

Signs for Sounds® Systematic Spelling

Website Resources
Downloadable Resources:

§ Signs for Sounds Level 1 Sample
§ Signs for Sounds Level 2 Sample
§ Signs for Sounds Assessment Packet 

(Levels 1 & 2)
§ Signs for Sounds Level 1 Word Sorts
§ Signs for Sounds Level 2 Word Sorts

Resources

Copyright © 2018 Read Naturally, Inc. 
Spelling by the Numbers--Signs for Sounds

14 Webinar Handout



Program Samples
Resources

Assessment Packet
Resources

Word Sorts
Resources
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For more information:

Contact Read Naturally

§ Phone: 800.788.4085

§ Fax: 651.452.9204

§ Email: info@readnaturally.com

§ Website: www.readnaturally.com

Questions?

Karen Hunter 
khunter@readnaturally.com

Ben Weisner
ben@readnaturally.com
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