
Let’s play… 

Beginning/Middle/Ending Sound Game 
 

What do I need? 

Print and cut out the following sets of cards: 

• Lower-Case Letter Cards 
• Animal Picture Cards 

How do I play? This example uses the beginning sound. This game can also be played with 
middle and ending sounds. 

1. Gather into a small group with your students. 

2. Pass out the animal picture cards equally to each student. You keep the letter cards. 

3. Ask each student to look at their cards and determine what the beginning sounds of the 
names of their animals are.  

4. Ask if any students need help identifying the sounds. 

5. Once students are ready to play, lay down a letter card. Depending on the skill level of the 
students, you can decide whether to say the letter’s name and sound. 

6. The student who has a picture card that begins with that sound lays their card down.  

7. The student who runs out of cards first is the winner. 

 
This game can be played using beginning, middle, or ending sounds. Some combinations include: 
Beginning Sounds – Animals (Letter cards: z, g, e, c, d, s, f, w, b, m, h, r, l, t, p) 

Zebra Goat  Elephant Cow Dinosaur Snake Fish Worm 
Bear Monkey Hippopotamus Octopus Rabbit Lion Tiger  Panda  

 
Middle Sounds (short and long vowels) – Animals (Letter cards: a, a, a, a, e, e, e, i, i, i, o, o, o, o, u, u, u) 

Yak Cat Whale Bat Hen Sheep Seal  Fish 
Mice Pig Dog Fox Goat Toad Duck Bug 

 
Ending Sounds – Animals (Letter cards: s, s, t, t, t, p, k, k, g, d, d, m, r, r, x, n)  

Mouse Hippopotamus Elephant Goat Rabbit Sheep Shark Snake 
Pig Toad Bird Worm Tiger Bear Fox Lion 

 


