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1 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Learn About and Listen for Vowel Sounds in Words
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 2 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to the letter a and then to the word cat as you talk about them.
Today we're going to learn about the short sound of this vowel, a. Look at this word, 
cat. It has one vowel, a, and the a says /ă/.
Every word has at least one vowel sound. When you make a vowel sound, breath 
flows through your open mouth and throat.
Look at my mouth, and listen while I say the short sound of a. Ready? /ă/
Say the short sound of a with me, and notice your breath flowing out through your 
throat and open mouth. Ready? (Students respond: /ă/.)
Now listen for the /ă/ sound in this word: cat.

Lay the flipbook down/turn the slideshow screen white or black.
Look at me. Listen to each word I say. If you hear the /ă/ sound in the word, put your 
thumb up. If you do not hear the /ă/ sound, put your thumb down. 
Listen: an. Do you hear /ă/ in an?
Check that each student puts a thumb up. If a student does not put a thumb up, say /ă/, and 
then say the word an slowly, emphasizing the vowel sound.
Yes, you hear /ă/ in an.
Listen: fit. Do you hear /ă/ in fit?
Check that each student puts a thumb down. If a student does not put a thumb down, say /ă/, 
and then say the word fit slowly, emphasizing the vowel sound.
No, you did not hear /ă/ in fit.
Continue in the same manner with these words:
rat          rash          moss          band

Blend Sounds Into Words
Continue to have the students look at you. Slowly make and hold each letter sound in the 
word until you begin to make the next sound.
Listen while I slowly blend letter sounds to make a word: /r/  /ă/  /k/.
What word? (Students respond: rack.) Yes, rack.
If a student responds incorrectly, slowly blend the sounds again and ask: What word?
Listen: /k/  /ă/  /n/. What word? (Students respond: can.) Yes, can.
Continue in the same manner with the words below, asking individual students to respond.
/t/  /ă/  /b/     /r/  /ă/  /n/     /l/  /ă/  /b/     /s/  /ă/  /t/     /k/  /ă/  /b/

 Slide 3

Practice Letter Sounds With and Without Teacher Support
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 3 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to each letter as you complete the activity.
Look at this letter. Wait until all the students look at the letter.
This letter is the vowel a, and its short sound is /ă/.
What is the short sound of the letter a? (Students respond: /ă/.) Yes, /ă/.
If a student responds incorrectly, say the sound again and ask: What sound?
Look. Wait until all the students look at the letter(s).
This letter is r. The sound of r is /r/. What sound? (Students respond: /r/.) Yes, /r/.
Continue in the same manner with these letters:
t          s          l          n          c          b
Point to the first letter(s) again.
Look. Wait until all the students look at the letter(s).
When you know the sound of the letter(s), put your thumb up.
If a student does not put a thumb up, say the sound of the letter(s) and continue.
What sound? (Students respond: /ă/.) Yes, /ă/.
If a student responds incorrectly, say the sound again and ask: What sound?
Continue in the same manner with the letters below until the students can make the sounds 
easily. Check by asking individual students to respond.
r          t          s          l          n          c          b

 Slide 2
Sample of GATE+ Lesson Flipbook: Lesson 1 of 24

Segment Words Into Sounds
Make sure the students have their booklet and a pencil.
Look at the first page of your booklet, and find the numbered sound boxes. Each set 
of boxes represents a word, and each small box represents a sound. First, I will say a 
word. Then you will say it slowly with me, making a dot in a box for each sound you 
say.
Listen: gab. What word? (Students respond: gab.)
Yes, gab. Say the sounds in gab with me. Remember to make a dot for each sound. 
Ready? /g/  /ă/  /b/
(Students respond: /g/  /ă/  /b/.) Check that each student makes one dot for each sound. 
Move to the next set of boxes.
Listen: add. What word? (Students respond: add.) Yes, add. 
Say the sounds in add with me. Ready? /ă/  /d/ (Students respond: /ă/  /d/.)
Continue in the same manner with these words:
sack          bat



a
cat

a r t s
l n c b
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3 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Decode Sound-Out Words With Teacher Support
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 4 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to the decodable lesson words.
Look at these words. Wait until all the students look at the words. They are called sound-
out words because you can use what you have learned to sound them out.
Look at this red word. Wait until all the students look at the word.
The red words are high-frequency words. High-frequency words are words we see 
often when we read. It is important that you learn to read high-frequency words 
correctly and quickly.
Point to each letter and hold each sound as you blend the word with the students. 
Slowly blend each sound of this high-frequency word with me. Ready? /ă/  /n/
What word? (Students respond: an.) Yes, an.
If a student responds incorrectly, slowly blend the sounds again and ask: What word? Point 
to the next decodable word.
Look. Wait until all the students look at the word.
Blend slowly with me. Ready? /k/  /ă/  /t/
What word? (Students respond: cat.) Yes, cat.
Continue in the same manner with this word: /l/  /ă/  /b/.

Read the Spell-Out Word With Teacher Support
Point to the first high-frequency, spell-out word.
Look at this high-frequency word: be.
Wait until all the students look at the word.
Point to the word/letter(s) as you talk about them and their sounds.
The word be has two sounds: /b/  /ē/.
You already know the sound the letter b makes is /b/.
Now you need to learn what letter makes the ending sound in the word be. The ending 
sound is /ē/. What sound? (Students respond: /ē/.) Yes, /ē/. This sound is spelled with 
the letter e in this word.
You need to learn the sound the letter e makes in the word be by heart.
Say the sounds and then read the word with me. Ready? /b/ /ē/ … be

We call this word a spell-out word. To learn this word well, you will read it, spell it, 
and then read it again. 
Listen while I read, spell, and then read the word again: be … b-e … be.
Do it with me. Ready? be … b-e … be
Now you do it. Ready? (Students respond: be … b-e … be.)
What word? (Students respond: be.) Yes, be.
If a student responds incorrectly, read … spell … read the word again and ask: What word?

Look at this high-frequency word: a. 
When the letter a stands alone, it is a word. This is the word a.
Read it with me. Ready? a
Now you read it. Ready? (Students respond: a.) Yes, a.

Note that this lesson (a: cat) is the only one in this level that teaches two high-frequency 
words that the students cannot decode using letters and sounds already taught in this level.

Read the Lesson Words Without Teacher Support
Point to the first decodable lesson word.
Look at this sound-out word. Wait until all the students look at the word.
Quietly sound out the word. When you know it, put your thumb up.
Wait until each student puts a thumb up. If a student does not put a thumb up, sound out the 
word, and then continue.
What word? (Students respond: an.) Yes, an.
If a student responds incorrectly, slowly blend the sounds and ask: What word?
Continue in the same manner with these words:
cat          lab

Point to the first high-frequency, spell-out word.
Look at this spell-out word. Wait until all the students look at the word.
When you know it, put your thumb up. Wait until each student puts a thumb up. If a 
student does not put a thumb up, read … spell … read the word and then continue.
What word? (Students respond: be.) Yes, be.
If a student responds incorrectly, read … spell … read the word and ask: What word?
Look at this spell-out word. Wait until all the students look at the word.
When you know it, put your thumb up. Wait until each student puts a thumb up. If a 
student does not put a thumb up, say the word a and then continue.
What word? (Students respond: a.) Yes, a.
Continue practicing all the lesson words in the same manner until the students can read all 
the words easily. Check by asking individual students to respond.

 Slide 4



an cat lab

be a
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5 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Read Words Down
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 5 for lesson 1, a: cat. 
Point to the first column of words.
Look at these sound-out words. Wait until all the students look at the words.
What do you notice about the words in this column? (Students respond: They end the 
same. And, if any words are red: Some are high-frequency words.)
Listen while I read the words for you.
Read the column aloud, pointing to each word.
What do you notice about how these words sound? (Students respond: They rhyme.) 
Yes, all the words in the column rhyme. They all have the same vowel and ending 
sounds, so they rhyme and belong to the same word family.
Point to the first word in the first column again. Point to each letter and hold each sound as 
you blend the word with the students.
Look. Wait until all the students look at the word.
Blend slowly with me. Ready? /ă/  /n/
What word? (Students respond: an.) Yes, an.
Continue sounding out all the words in the first column.
Continue sounding out all the words through the third column.

Point to the first word in the last (high-frequency, spell-out) column.
Note that the words be and a are each listed twice in this lesson because they are the only 
spell-out words taught so far. Teach them once each in this lesson.
Look at this spell-out word. We are going to read the word, spell it, and then read the 
word again. Read, spell, and read the word with me. Ready? be … b-e … be
What word? (Students respond: be.) Yes, be.
Look at this high-frequency word. What is this word? (Students respond: a.) Yes, a.

Read Words Across
Point to the rows of words. Point to each word as the students read.
Look. Wait until all the students look at the words.
The first three words in each row are sound-out words, and the last word is a spell-out 
word. We are going to read the words across the rows.
Look at this word. When you know it, put your thumb up.
Wait until each student puts a thumb up.
What word? (Students respond: an.) Yes, an.
If a student does not say the word correctly, sound out and read or spell out and read the 
word and ask: What word?
Continue in the same manner with the rest of the words in the rows.  

 Slide 7

Read Words Down and Across
Make sure the students have their booklet and a pencil.
Time the group of students for one minute about 4-6 times as they read down and across. 
Listen to one student read while the others read independently or in pairs.
Look at your booklet and find the word list on the bottom of the first page.
You will quietly read the word list while I time you for one minute.
First read the words down the columns, and then read across the rows.
If you read all the words down and across before the timer sounds, that means you 
beat the clock. If you beat the clock and the timer is still running, write a number 1 to 
the right of the word list and start reading it again.
Set the timer for one minute.
Ready? Wait until all the students look at the words.
Start reading. Start the timer. All the students read until the timer sounds.
Stop. Draw a line after the last word you read. Did you read all the words down and 
across before the timer sounded? Make a checkmark under the word list if you did.
Circle the line after the last word read or the checkmark under the word list for the student 
who read for you to indicate that it was the teacher-monitored timing.
Continue timing all the students in this way, each time listening to a different student.
If you want students to use numbered word lists for more exact scoring, see the teacher's 
manual for instructions.

Slide 5  Slide 6



an cat lab be

tan rat nab a

can sat tab be

ran at cab a
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7 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Read Decodable Sentences
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 8 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to the sentences.
Look at these sentences. They are made up of words you now know how to read. 
Remember that the red words are high-frequency words. What does that mean? 
(Students respond: We see them often when we read.) 
Let's read the first two sentences together.
Slowly read the first two sentences with the students. Point to each word. Stop to sound out 
some of the decodable words and to point out a few spell-out words. 

Make sure the students have their booklet and a pencil. 
Open your booklet, and look at the sentences at the top of page 2. Read the first two 
sentences quietly to yourself, and make a dot under each vowel a that makes the /ă/ 
sound in a word.
Pause. Then ask individual students to identify a word with an a that makes the /ă/ sound.
Read the next sentence quietly to yourself. When you think you can read it, put your 
thumb up.
Pause. When all the students have a thumb up, read the sentence together as a group or ask 
an individual to read it aloud while everyone else reads silently.
Continue in the same manner with the remaining sentences.

Spelling
Lay the flipbook down/click to the blank spelling lines on Slide 9.
Fold page 3 of your booklet behind page 2. Now find the fold line on page 2, fold the 
booklet along that line, and look at the lines for spelling.
Look at the spell-out word and the sets of lines after the word.
Wait until all the students look at the word and sets of lines.
We'll read the word, spell it together as you write each letter on a line, and then read 
the word again. We'll do this until you fill in all the sets of lines for this word.
Ready? be … b-e … be
Continue in the same manner for the remaining set(s) of lines.

Slide 10 (Click to transition through the spelling of each word)

Now you will write the sound-out words I say on the numbered lines. Listen to the 
sounds in the words, so you spell them correctly. I will say the word to spell, use it in 
a sentence, and then say the word again.
Ready? 1. lab: Some rats are lab animals. lab
Say the sounds in lab with me. Ready? /l/  /ă/  /b/
As the students say the sounds with you, you may want to raise one finger for each sound 
said.
Write the word lab on line 1.

When the students have finished writing the word, slowly blend the sounds with the students 
as you write the letters on a surface they can see well (or show the slide transition for the 
word).
Say the sounds in lab with me as I write the letters. Ready? /l/  /ă/  /b/
Check the spelling of your word and change any letters that are not correct.
Continue in the same manner with these words:
2. sat: I sat and watched the cat. sat
3. ran: I ran to see the rat. ran
4. an: A rat is an animal. an

Write the number of sound-out words you spelled correctly the first time on the line 
labeled Number Correct in your booklet.
Help the students as necessary.

 Slide 8 Slide 9 (Click to transition through the spelling of each word) 



A cat sat.

A rat can be tan.

Can a cat be tan?

A cat ran.

A rat ran at a lab.
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9 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Make a Prediction
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 11 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to the story title, key words (in the box), and picture as you talk about them.
A good reader thinks about a story before reading it.
Read the story title with me: What Is a Rat?
These words are in the story. Read them with me: packs     lab     tan
Read the definitions below for the key words your students may not already understand well.
Packs are groups of animals.
A lab is a place where people do science experiments.
Tan is light brown.
Look at the picture too. Using these clues, what do you think the story will tell us?
Discuss the clues as a group. Agree on a prediction sentence and write it on a surface the 
students can see well. As you write, sound out the decodable words in your sentence, and 
draw attention to the spell-out words.

Cold Timing for One Minute
Make sure the students have their booklet and a pencil. 
Time the group of students reading the story for one minute. The students will read quietly to 
themselves and record an individual score. Listen to one student while the other students read 
independently. Listen to a different student with each new story so you will hear each student 
read an unpracticed story over time. Note that while timings are an excellent way to monitor 
student performance and are very motivating for most students, they are not appropriate 
for all students. See the teacher's manual for more information about an alternative way to 
implement this step.
Unfold your booklet, and look at the story on page 3.
You will read the story to yourself for one minute. Read using a quiet voice, so no one 
else can hear you. Underline any words you do not know. Keep reading until I tell you 
to stop.
Ready? Wait until all the students look at the first word and have their pencil ready.
Start reading. Start the timer. All the students read until the timer sounds.
Stop. Draw a line after the last word you read.

Mark the Cold-Timing Score on the Graph
Make sure the students have their booklet, record sheet, pencil, and blue pencil. 
Help students as necessary throughout this activity, especially in the first several lessons as 
the students learn how to calculate their score, where to record it, and how to fill in their 
graph. See the teacher's manual for more information about training students to complete 
these tasks.
Count the number of words you read, and write that number on the line labeled Words 
Read. Wait until all the students count the words and write the number on the line.
Count the number of words you underlined, and write that number on the line labeled 
Errors.
Wait until all the students count the words and write the number on the line.
Subtract the number of errors from the number of words you read.
Help students who have difficulty with the calculation.
Write your answer on the line labeled Cold Score.
Wait until all the students write their scores in their booklet.
Take out your record sheet and blue pencil. Look at the number you wrote on the line 
labeled Cold Score in your booklet. Draw a blue line on your fluency graph to mark 
your cold score. Color your graph blue to that line.

Read Along With the Teacher
Ensure the students can see the flipbook page (opposite) or Slide 11 for lesson 1, a: cat.
Point to each word as you read. Read the story with good expression, but slowly enough that 
the students can actually read along with you. Demonstrate decoding three to five different 
short a words as you read. Do not demonstrate decoding all the unfamiliar words. When 
you come to a short a word you choose to decode, sound it out together. Then go back to the 
beginning of the sentence, reminding the students that sentences begin with uppercase letters. 
Reread the sentence, inserting the decoded word. Ask the students if the sentence makes 
sense. Once they agree, continue reading the story slowly, pointing to each word. 
Read along with me while I read the story. We will stop to sound out a few short a 
words as we read.

Slide 12

When you finish reading the last sentence on the page or slide, turn the page or advance to 
the next slide and continue reading the rest of the story.

Slide 11



packs

lab

tan
What Is a Rat?

 A rat is an animal.  
What does it look like?  
It looks like a mouse.  It 
is bigger than a mouse.
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11 Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Read Along With the Teacher (continued)
Finish reading the story with your students. 
Make sure the students have their booklet and a pencil. Read the story with the students 
again, this time asking them to read from their booklet. Read slightly faster this time, but still 
slowly enough that the students can actually read along with you. After you read a sentence 
with a featured high-frequency, spell-out word, reread the spell-out word together and direct 
the students to circle the spell-out word. Then go back to the beginning of the sentence and 
reread it, emphasizing the high-frequency, spell-out word.
Look at page 3 of your booklet. Read the story along with me from your booklet. 
Point to, listen to, and say the words while you read with me. We will stop to circle at 
least one instance of the spell-out word(s) we learned in this lesson. Ready? Begin.
If the students are not yet ready to practice reading the story independently, read along with 
them again.

Practice and Pass the Story
Time the group of students for one minute about 4-6 times. Listen to one student read while 
the others read independently or in pairs.
Read the story to yourself, using a quiet voice, while I time you for one minute.
Set the timer for one minute.
Ready? Wait until all the students look at the first word.
Start reading. Start the timer. All the students read until the timer sounds.
Stop. Draw a line after the last word you read.
Calculate the score of the student who read for you by subtracting the student's errors from 
the words attempted. Write the score in the upper right-hand corner and circle it to indicate it 
was the score of a teacher-monitored timing.
Continue timing the students in this way, each time listening to a different student in order to 
hear every student read over time.

To pass the story, most students should read 30-55 words correctly with expression in one 
minute. Set a goal that most of your students can meet with the repeated practices built into 
the lesson (or set individual goals based on each student's needs). Emphasize accuracy.

Students who pass while reading with you can continue practicing the story with the group 
or count that score as their Final Score and work independently answering the questions, 
writing sentences about the story, or completing the lesson's crossword puzzle. Students who 
do not pass while reading with you should continue reading during the group timings. You 
can revisit the story at another time with any students who did not meet your expectations 
during the lesson.

Mark the Final Score on the Graph
Make sure the students have their booklet, record sheet, pencil, and red pencil. 
Each student will record an individual score on the line labeled Final Score. (Students who 
passed early while reading for you may use that score.)
Count the number of words you read during the last timing, and write that number on 
the line labeled Words Read. Now subtract your errors, and write your answer on the 
line labeled Final Score.
Wait until the students write their score in their booklet.
Take out your record sheet and red pencil. Look at the number you wrote on the line 
labeled Final Score in your booklet. Draw a red line on your fluency graph to mark 
your final score. Color your graph red to that line.
Help students who have difficulty with the graph.
Look at your graph. Notice how much your reading has improved since the first time 
you read the story.

Slide 13 (Click to transition through the answers) 

Answer the Questions
Let's read the first question together. Find the first word and underline it. This word is 
what. What is a word you will read often, especially in questions. Let's read the word 
what and the rest of the first question together. Ready? What can rats be?
Guide the students in reading and answering the rest of the questions as a group. 
Then, finish answering the questions and check the answers. Once students are ready, you 
can have them complete this activity independently.
Write the number of questions you answered correctly on the line labeled Number 
Correct in your booklet. 

Write a Sentence About the Story (optional)
You can come up with a sentence as a group. Either write it on a surface the students can see 
well and have them copy the sentence, or dictate it for them to try to spell. Students could 
also write a sentence independently while waiting for other students to pass the story or as 
homework.
Can you think of a sentence about the story?
You could provide a sentence starter like one of these:
This story is about… or From this story, I learned…
Write the sentence on the lines near the bottom of page 4. Start your sentence with an 
uppercase letter and end it with a period.
Record the scores (word list, spelling, story timings, and questions) in the appropriate boxes 
on the students' record sheets at an appropriate time.



A rat can be white.  A 
rat can be black.  A rat 
can be tan. 

 Rats can live in packs. 
Rats can be pets. Rats 
can be lab animals. 
Some rats can make us 
sick. Some cats eat rats.
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an cat lab be
tan rat nab a
can sat tab be
ran at cab a

Word List (Down)Slide 5 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 



Level 0.8—Short Vowels | Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

an cat lab be
tan rat nab a
can sat tab be
ran at cab a

Word List (Across)Slide 6 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 



Level 0.8—Short Vowels | Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)Word List (Down and Across)Slide 7 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 



Level 0.8—Short Vowels | Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

A cat sat.

A rat can be tan.

Can a cat be tan?

A cat ran.

A rat ran at a lab.
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1. _____________________

3. _____________________ 4. _____________________

2. _____________________

Spelling (Decodable)Slide 10 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 

lab sat

ran an
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W hat Is a  Rat? packs
lab
tan

A rat is an animal. 
What does it look like?  It 
looks like a mouse.  It is 
bigger than a mouse.  A rat 
can be white.  A rat can be 
black.  A rat can be tan.

Story (Page 1)Slide 11 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 
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Rats can live in packs.  
Rats can be pets. Rats can 
be lab animals. Some rats 
can make us sick.  Some 
cats eat rats.
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tan; black; white

Comprehension Questions

packs

rat

can

cats

Rats can be pets.

Slide 13 | GATE+ | ©2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 
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Sentence About the Story

14

Word List

Sound Boxes

Did you beat the clock?

1.

3.

2.

4.
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2. Rats can live in .

an cat packs

3. A is an animal.

tan lab rat

4. Some rats make us sick.

can tan lab

5. Some eat rats.

rats cats packs

an cat lab be

tan rat nab a

can sat tab be

ran at cab a

a
cat

Number Correct /5
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Spell-Out Word

Sound-Out Words
Questions

Sentences

Copyright © 2023 Read Naturally, Inc. Level 0.8—Short Vowels
GATE+, Version 1.0.0 Lesson 1, a: cat (short a)

Number Correct /4

Teacher Score

1.

3.

2.

4.

A rat is an animal. What does it look
like? It looks like a mouse. It is bigger
than a mouse. A rat can be
white. A rat can be
black. A rat can
be tan.

Rats can live in packs.
Rats can be pets. Rats can
be lab animals. Some rats can make us
sick. Some cats eat rats.

1. What can rats be?

be

fold

What Is a Rat?

A cat sat.

A rat can be tan.

Can a cat be tan?

A cat ran.

A rat ran at a lab.

9

18

25

30

34

36

41

47

55

60

Words Read Words Read

- Errors = Cold Score - Errors = Final Score
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a 

cat 
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Name ____________ _ 
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an cat lab be 

tan rat nab a 

can sat tab be 

ran at cab a 
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Did you beat the clock? __ 
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cat 

Copyright© 2023 Read Naturally, Inc. 
GATE+, Version 1.0.0 

16 

20 

24 

28 

Name ____________ _ 
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an cat lab be 

tan rat nab a 

can sat tab be 

ran at cab a 
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- Errors __ = Practice Score__ - Errors __ = Final Score __ 

Did you beat the clock? __ 
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What Is a Rat? 
Lesson 1, a: cat

What Is a Rat?
Lesson 1, a: cat

Across
1. Rats can be _ _ _ animals.
4. A rat is an _ _ _ _ _ _.

Down
2. Rats can be _ _ _ _ _.
3. Rats _ _ _ be pets.

Across
1. Rats can be _ _ _ animals.
4. A rat is an _ _ _ _ _ _.

Down
2. Rats can be _ _ _ _ _.
3. Rats _ _ _ be pets.

Word Bank: animals, black, can, lab Word Bank: animals, black, can, lab

1 2

3

4

1 2

3

4
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Level 0.8—Short Vowels
Progress Check

1

Administer a progress check after each set of four lessons to confirm mastery of the sounds 
explicitly taught in GATE+ Level 0.8. The students will demonstrate their mastery by encoding 
sound-out words that have been previously taught. To administer a progress check, you will need 
the script, word list, and sample sentences. Each student will need a progress check record sheet 
and a pencil. One record sheet per student will be used for all six progress checks, so store them 
in a location where they can be easily retrieved. 

Give each student their progress check record sheet and ask them to write today’s date for the 
progress check that you are conducting. Read the words to the students and ask them to write 
each word on the corresponding numbered line. When finished, collect the record sheets. Correct 
the progress checks and record the number of words correct on the line labeled Number Correct. 
It is important to make note of the students who do not score greater than 80% and provide 
necessary remediation (one-on-one instruction, repeat a lesson, slow down the pace, provide 
multiple opportunities to practice). 

We are going to complete a progress check so I can find out which sounds you have 
learned, and which sounds you still need to practice. I am going to say some words from 
the last four lessons we have completed. After I say the word, you are going to write the 
word on the numbered line. Remember to listen to the sounds in the word, so you spell 
them correctly. I want you to do your best. Do you have any questions?  

Number ____. Write the word __________. What word? (students repeat the word.) 
Use the word in a sentence as the students begin to write. Sample sentences are found on 
pages 2–3 of this document.

Say to the students:

For each word, say to the students:

Progress Check Words
Sounds Words

 Lessons 1–4 short a 1. pan 2. hat 3. jab 4. zap 5. tack 6. sad 7. gap 8. nab

Lessons 5–8 short o 1. fox 2. gob 3. jog 4. con 5. dot 6. mop 7. rock 8. pod

Lessons 9–12 short i 1. pin 2. wig 3. hip 4. kid 5. quill 6. bit 7. fill 8. sick

Lessons 13–16 short u 1. bun 2. rug 3. tub 4. cup 5. nut 6. luck 7. mud 8. sun

Lessons 17–20 short e 1. vet 2. bell 3. less 4. deck 5. hen 6. wed 7. yet 8. quell

Lessons 21–24 mixed
vowels

1. nix 2. bed 3. jut 4. lot 5. zig 6. met 7. cub 8. rack

9. den 10. fog 11. van

Sample of GATE+ Progress Check
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