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Using Read Live in a 
Distance Learning Model

We will begin our webinar shortly. Please stand by.

Ben Weisner

§ Sr. Relationship Manager for Read Live
§ ben@readnaturally.com
§ 651-286-8722

We Are Here to Help!

§ Email
– customerservice@readnaturally.com

§ Phone
– 800-788-4085 / 651-452-4085

§ Preparing for Distance Learning
§ Parents as Assistants
§ Screen Sharing and Remote Control
§ Using Zoom in Conjunction with Read Live
§ Placement and Adjusting Levels
§ Adjusting Story Options
§ Using the Student Module
§ Conducting Pass Activities
§ Monitoring Student Progress
§ Communicating with Parents
§ Print Resources

mailto:customerservice@readnaturally.com
mailto: ben@readnaturally.com
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Learning From 
Home

Preparing for Distance Learning

§ Verify each student can access distance 
learning

§ Verify each student is accessing 
distance learning

§ Keep track of your communications
§ Support students and families through 

the transition

Resources

§ More info
– Preparing for Distance Learning: A 

Checklist
Parents as 
Assistants

https://www.dashe.com/blog/preparing-for-distance-learning-a-checklist
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Parents as Assistants

§ Do not give parents your password
§ Account admin or school coordinator 

can create a Read Live Assistant
§ Assistants can conduct timings and 

choose remedial actions, but can’t view 
or modify student data

§ Create ONE Assistant account or MANY
§ Provide training resources, discuss 

expectations

What Can Assistants Do?

§ From within the Student module:
– Conduct cold timings and pass activities
– Review student work
– Reset story
– Print stories
– Print awards

Resources

§ More info
– Q&A: Read Live Roles
– Using Read Live During School Closures
– Using Read Live at Home

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/q-and-a/31
https://www.readnaturally.com/about-us/blog/using-read-live-during-school-closures
https://support.readnaturally.com/support/solutions/articles/35000150251-using-read-live-at-home
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Screen Sharing and 
Remote Control

Sharing and Controlling Screens

§ If parents are unable to act as 
Assistants, you can use apps to share 
or control screens on student devices
– Useful for placement, conducting cold 

timings and pass activities, student support
§ Requires planning, setup, and training
§ Many free or low-cost apps

– We recommend Zoom

Resources

§ More info
– Popular Free Remote Desktop Apps
– You can also use:

§ Free tools built into the Windows or Mac 
operating systems. Talk to your IT support

§ Free Google tools (Hangouts, Meet, Remote 
Desktop)

Zoom

https://blog.devolutions.net/2019/01/updated-2019-most-popular-free-remote-desktop-solution
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Why Zoom?

§ Free, with no time limits for schools*
§ Easy to set up and use
§ Features such as remote computer 

control, breakout rooms, screen share
§ Compatible with all Read Live platforms
§ Excellent training and support
§ Multi-language resources for education
§ Large educational user base

Get Started With Zoom

1. Set up an account at Zoom.us
2. Schedule a meeting or lesson
3. Share the link for the lesson/meeting 

with students
4. Start the lesson/meeting at Zoom.us
5. Use the instructor tools to manage a 

class virtually

Zoom Steps

1. Start Zoom session with one or more students.
2. If you are working with multiple students, put each in 

separate breakout rooms.
3. Agree on a method for student to indicate they are 

ready for timing or that they need assistance (e.g., 
chat, raised hand, “Ask for Help” in breakout room).

4. Ask student to share their screen. (They may need to 
be shown how to do this.)

5. Request control of student screen from View Options.
6. Perform timing or provide other supports.
7. When timing or pass activities are complete, relinquish 

control over student screen.

Share Screen

§ The screen share feature allows 
participants to display their screen in a 
meeting. Required prior to remote 
control.

§ Useful for: Placement; Pass activities 
(esp. on iPad); supporting students 
when they need assistance.

https://zoom.us/
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Share Screen Control Another Screen

§ The remote control feature allows you 
to take control of another screen in a 
meeting. You can either request remote 
control of another participant's screen 
or the other participant can give control 
to you.*

§ Useful for: teacher-required Cold 
Timing; Pass activities

§ * Can’t control iPad screen

Control Another Screen Zoom Tips

§ Review and adjust settings (e.g., 
screen sharing, breakout rooms, etc.)

§ Before sharing screen, turn on “Share 
Computer Sound”

§ For multiple students during a session, 
create breakout rooms

§ Share files like PDF of placement 
passage, story, or crossword

§ Record session for review
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Resources

§ More info
– Zoom Resources for Read Live Users

Getting Started 
With Read Live

Don’t Have Read Live Yet?

§ Sign up for a free trial, no limit on 
student licenses

§ Review resources and training online
§ Schedule a webinar
§ Set up account, add students
§ Place students (option: set story 

options)
§ Train students and communicate with 

parents

Resources

§ More info
– Sign up for a trial
– Get students started
– Read Live Help resources and training
– Read Live login page

https://www.readnaturally.com/userfiles/ckfiles/files/ZoomResourcesforReadLiveUsers.pdf
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-naturally-live
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/31/405
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-help
https://readlive.readnaturally.com/
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Placement & 
Adjusting Levels 

and Goals

Options for Placement

§ Teacher shares Placement screen
– Student can read from Placement screen that 

teacher shares via Zoom (or paper copy of 
placement passage)

§ Student shares Placement screen on initial login
§ Placement over telephone, with Placement 

Packet
– You can enter or edit level and goal in Read 

Live
§ If you already know student’s level and goal, 

you can enter them manually

Placement Basics Resources

§ Videos
– Read Naturally Live: Placing students

§ More info
– Placing Each Student
– Do Your Read Naturally Students Have the 

Correct Placement?
– Placing for Success (And a Word About 

Phonics)

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/25/154
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/238
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-smart-start-guide/read-naturally-live-intervention/placing-each-student
https://www.readnaturally.com/about-us/blog/do-your-read-naturally-students-have-the-correct-placement
https://www.readnaturally.com/about-us/blog/placing-for-success-and-a-word-about-phonics
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/25/154
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Story Options

Adjust Story Options

§ Allow student to perform Cold Timing 
without requiring teacher or parent to 
be present

§ Access from Staff or Student modules
§ Make other adjustments as necessary. 

For example:
– Adjust time or remove requirements for 

prediction and/or retell
– Add Spanish read along for some students

Resources

§ Videos
– Read Naturally Live: Setting story options

§ More info
– Story Options: Customizing the Program 

for Students

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/236
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-user-guide/part-two-read-naturally-live/story-options-customizing-the-program-for-students
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Using the Student 
Module

How Do Students Log In?

§ Need appropriate device and internet
§ Go to: readlive.readnaturally.com
§ Click “Student” button
§ Enter student credentials

– Account ID (000#####)
– User ID
– Password

§ Make sure to log out when done; 
sessions are saved

Select a Story
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Key Words Prediction

Cold Timing/Wordtastic Cold Timing
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Cold Timing/Graph Read Along

Practice Quiz Questions
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Retell Pass/Wordtastic

Pass/Hot Timing Pass/Review Work
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Remedial Actions Teacher Menu

Congratulations Resources

§ Videos
– Student’s Guide to Read Naturally Live
– Conducting a One-Minute Timing

§ More info
– Steps Poster
– Lesson Plan for Teachers
– Fidelity Checklist

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/33/547
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/398
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/339
http://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/287
http://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/337
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Conducting Pass 
Activities

What Are Pass Activities?

§ Perform hot timing
– Start timing
– Count missed words
– Assess expression

§ Review open-ended quiz questions
§ Review retell
§ Word list timing (Phonics series only)
§ Review work with student
§ Conduct remedial actions

Options for Pass Activities

§ Parent as Assistant performs Pass
§ Teacher uses remote control to conduct 

Pass (student must share screen and 
grant access)
– For multiple students, use Zoom breakout 

rooms
§ If remote control is not possible (e.g, 

student using iPad), log in to student 
account and share your screen*

Resources

§ Videos
– Read Naturally Live: Working through a 

story
– Read Naturally Live: Options for students 

who do not pass
§ More info

– Conducting a one-minute timing
– Completing the pass step
– Options for students who don’t pass

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/241
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/232
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/31/377
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/31/380
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/31/381
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Progress Monitoring

Create ongoing challenge 
to maximize achievement:

Monitoring Student Performance

§ The student should be 
challenged, but not 
frustrated, by the level 
of text difficulty.

§ The student should be 
able to reach the goal—
not easily, 
but with effort.

Two phases:

§ Check the student’s 
initial placement after 
three stories.

§ Keep the student 
challenged over time.

Monitoring Student Performance

Read Naturally can review your reports, 
perform an analysis of your data, and 
provide recommendations.

Please contact:
Claire Hayes
clairehayes@readnaturally.com

Monitoring Student Performance

mailto:clairehayes@readnaturally.com
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Resources

§ Videos
– Read Naturally Live: Monitoring student 

performance
§ More info

– When Should You Change a Student’s Goal 
or Level? 

– Checking Initial Placement Instructions
– Adjusting Levels and Goals

Communicating 
with Parents

Teacher-to-Parent 
Communication Tools

§ Email or print and mail
– Welcome letter (ENG / SP)
– Progress letter (Staff)
– Certificates and awards (Staff)
– Copy of story (Staff or Student)
– Story details report (Staff or Student)

§ Use Zoom to demo and share reports
§ You can record a session in Zoom with 

student and share with parents

Add Contacts for Easier Communication

https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/24/235
https://www.readnaturally.com/about-us/blog/when-should-you-change-a-students-goal-or-level
http://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/510
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-smart-start-guide/read-naturally-live-intervention/adjusting-levels-and-goals
http://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/498
http://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/23/499
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Resources

§ More info
– Communicating With Parents/Guardians
– How To: Communicating with parents and 

guardians
– Partnering With Parents for Reading 

Success
– One Minute Reader App

Print Resources

Print Resources

§ You can share PDFs via Google 
Classroom, Zoom, or email to parents. 
If there’s no internet at home, mail 
packets with stories and glossaries
– Print stories; includes quiz and word list
– Placement passages
– Crossword puzzles
– Glossary

§ Visit Read Live Help page

More Tips, 
Questions, & 
Resources

https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-user-guide/part-two-read-naturally-live/communicating-with-parentsguardians
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/how-to/31/93
https://www.readnaturally.com/about-us/blog/partnering-with-parents-for-reading-success
https://www.readnaturally.com/product/one-minute-reader
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/21?query=&productId=10
https://www.readnaturally.com/knowledgebase/documents-and-resources/28
https://www.readnaturally.com/read-live-help
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Other Tips and Questions

§ What devices does Read Live support?
§ Do you have other programs for home 

use?
§ What if families don’t have access to 

internet or devices?
§ What if student can’t complete a story?
§ More…

www.readnaturally.com/read-live-help 

§ Read Live Help Videos
§ Read Live Guides
§ Read Live Help Topics
§ Knowledgebase Topics
§ Free Training & Webinars
§ Read Naturally Live Job Aids

Free Resources

800-788-4085
www.readnaturally.com


